










1996







	Login
	CONTACT








[image: Base instance]





Toggle search navigation




Toggle main navigation




EN


	

ES


	

FR












[image: Institution logo][image: Institution logo]




Close search Dialog









Go

Advanced search









	

Browse by Theme


	
About the WTO

	
Agriculture and food safety

	
Anti-dumping, subsidies, safeguards

	
Development and building trade capacity

	
Dispute settlement

	
Economic research and trade policy analysis

	
Environment

	
Government procurement

	
Information technology and e-commerce

	
Intellectual property

	
Market access

	
Regional trade agreements

	
Services

	
Technical barriers to trade

	
Trade facilitation and customs valuation

	
Trade finance

	
Trade monitoring

	
WTO accessions




	

Browse by Country


	

Catalogue


	
Books

	
Collections

	
Periodicals and Series

	
Dispute Reports

	
Working papers




	

Statistics


	
Trade Profiles

	
World Tariff Profiles

	
World Trade Statistical Review

	
WTO Data




	

For Librarians


	
How to get access / subscribe

	
Branding options

	
Librarian Resources








	

EN


	

ES


	

FR

















Toggle navigation
Tools 


Toggle navigation
Share 

 

	

Login




	
Register





 

Username:





Password:






Login 
Need login help?


Not registered yet?


	
Connect your device to your institution









 Tools




	



Add to my favourites


 

	


Export citation 

	
BibTEX

	
Endnote

	
Zotero

	
RefWorks

	
Mendeley




	

Recommend to library

	











	Home
	Working Paper Series
	WTO Working Papers

	Working paper









Read




	

LDC Poverty Alleviation and the Doha Development Agenda

Is Tourism Being Neglected? 




	
By:
World Trade Organization

	
Source:
WTO Working Papers, 01 Aug 2008, No.2008/03, 46 pages

	

	


DOI:


https://doi.org/10.30875/988edb68-en


	 

Language:


English 
 



	

Previous 
Publication


	
All Publications

	
Next 
Publication
 













	
 
Abstract



	






Abstract 










Abstract


Despite being a leading export sector and source of foreign exchange for most (non-oil exporting) LDCs, tourism never makes the headlines of the WTO's Doha Development Agenda negotiations. When tourism's impressive potential for poverty alleviation is considered, the lack of attention is even more striking. Reasons for the apparent neglect are complex, and include a lack of awareness of tourism as an export sector, the fragmented nature of the industry and low political influence, exaggerated concerns over "leakages", misunderstandings about poverty alleviation and tourism, and the "poker playing" characteristic of trade negotiations. The evident results are missed opportunities to address services infrastructure constraints (one of the greatest impediments to increasing LDC tourism revenues and value-added), as well as a failure to address sufficiently tourism's agricultural, industrial, and Aid for Trade linkages. Existing national-level investment promotion objectives, as well as DTIS and TPR reports can be helpful for identifying priorities for both GATS negotiations and Aid for Trade. The focus should not necessarily be on making GATS commitments, but rather on ensuring that the importance of tourism for LDCs is acknowledged and acted upon. Indeed, governments can always further liberalize on a unilateral basis; in the context of the DDA, however, they can request greater access to trading partners' markets in exchange, as well as gain valuable international attention and publicity.
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