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Abstract


The GATS does not offer a definition of "services", but services need to be identified and classified for the operation of the Agreement, especially for the scheduling of specific commitments on market access and national treatment. There is no obligation on WTO Members to use any particular classification system in undertaking commitments. Nevertheless, an informal document produced for the services negotiation during the Uruguay Round, the Services Sectoral Classification List (W/120), was used and continues to be used as the principal guiding classification system, not only in the WTO, but also in bilateral and plurilateral services trade negotiations outside of the WTO. WTO jurisprudence has also noted the role of W/120 in the determination of sectoral coverage of GATS commitments. However, services classification does not receive enough attention it deserves. This paper attempts to make contribution by providing an overview of services classification and highlighting its relevance to both trade negotiations and WTO dispute settlement. It consists of four sections. Section I reviews how a services classification system was introduced into the multilateral trading system and describes the main features of W120. Section II takes a closer look at some aspects of the classification system, drawing attention to challenges in its application, which arise from inter alia services with multiple end-uses, overlaps between sectors, and the issue of "new services". Section III considers the implications of classification on GATS commitments by examining a number of WTO dispute settlement cases. Section IV concludes. In conclusion, the paper underlines the importance of services classification in assisting governments in clearly and accurately undertaking commitments. It also notes that WTO Members have taken or suggested various pragmatic approaches to addressing challenges in the application of the current services classification system. The proposed approaches again highlight the role of classification in ensuring the clarity, certainty and predictability of specific commitments in services.







© World Trade Organization


Related Topics:

Economic research and trade policy analysis
;
Services






[image: Loading]
Article metrics loading...




/content/papers/25189808/189

2015-12-07

2024-04-10





















http://instance.metastore.ingenta.com/content/papers/25189808/189

[image: Loading]








	

Published online:

07 Dec 2015








Most Read This Month
















We Recommend







/content/papers/25189808/189

dcterms_subject,pub_countryId

 -contentType:WorkingPaperSeries -contentType:Periodical -contentType:BookSeries -contentType:ReportSeries

10

5










  Access Key




	

[image: ]Titles Subscribed To









WTO iLibrary





An invaluable source of information on global trade: 1,900 titles, 15,000 chapters, 330 working papers, over 1,220 reports and 28 databases -  PDF and HTML
Regularly updated and expanded





 



















Back to top






	








	









	







	




2024 







[image: WTO Logo]
JOIN THE CONVERSATION   [image: Facebook] [image: Twitter] [image: Instagram] [image: Linkedin]




WTO iLibrary is the online research depository of the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
featuring its publications, reports and other research material.
CONTACT | COPYRIGHT | HELP | PRIVACY NOTICE | TERMS OF USE



Copyright © World Trade Organization. All rights reserved.









 





This is a required field



Please enter a valid email address


Approval was a Success

Invalid data

An Error Occurred

Approval was partially successful, following selected items could not be processed due to error


 




WTO iLibrary:

http://instance.metastore.ingenta.com/content/papers/25189808/189

10.30875/a9bb5d91-en

SEARCH_EXPAND_ITEM

 


 




















aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud3RvLWlsaWJyYXJ5Lm9yZy8K


